EL DORADO HIGH SCHOOL

HOMEWORK POLICY
El Dorado High School recognizes that homework is an integral part of the instructional program.

Homework is defined as any work planned or approved by the teacher to be completed by the student outside of the regular classroom without the immediate and direct supervision of the teacher.

Homework reinforces school learning, provides practice, and expands application of knowledge and skills according to the individual academic, career, and leisure time needs of every student.

Homework helps students master concepts taught in the classroom and motivates them toward self-direction and good study habits.

Homework strengthens the relationship between the school and the home in the learning process.

Homework assignments address individual student needs and abilities.

Each teacher, student, and parent has a responsibility for ensuring the success of homework assignments:

· The teacher for assigning and clarifying homework assignments and for providing the student with feedback and evaluation of the task.

· The student for completing the assignments accurately and promptly.

· The parent for providing the support, supervision, and conditions necessary for the student to complete the assignments.

PURPOSE OF HOMEWORK

Homework is designed to help students with a wide range of subjects and to develop many different skills.  Therefore, homework assignments will take many different forms, but should always be based on skills previously taught in the classroom.  Examples of appropriate homework are those designed to:

· Strengthen basic skills.

· Extend and enrich classroom learning.

· Complete in-class assignments.

· Encourage the reading of good literature.

· Stimulate independent thinking and creativity.

· Create opportunities for activities that cannot be accomplished in the classroom.

· Apply a classroom skill to a real-life situation.

· Research topics of individual interest.

All teachers will communicate to students and parents at the beginning of the school year their homework plan and how homework will be used in determining course grades.  Teachers responsibilities related to homework are:

· Assign homework that relates to instructional objectives.

· Provide homework assignments that support and enrich classwork and are meaningful and varied.

· Clarify homework assignments during class.

· Design homework to encourage student initiative and responsibility.

· Evaluate homework assignments.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STUDENT

Since there is evidence to indicate that homework does make a difference in student achievement, students themselves must perceive homework as valuable.  Student responsibilities related to homework are:

· Complete the homework assigned.

· Be responsible for returning completed homework.

· Make up missed assignments.

· Study in a regular place and at a time conducive to good learning.

· Seek Individual help or clarification from the teacher when help is needed.
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